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Solidarity Federation (SolFed) was formed in March 1994. It is a federation of groups and 
individuals across England, Scotland & Wales. Everyone involved is helping to build a non-

hierarchical, anti-authoritarian solidarity movement. The basic foundation used for doing this is 
the Local group. SolFed is also the British section of the 
International Workers' Association (IWA-AIT). 

 
Published by Liverpool Solidarity Federation 

This advice is written on the assumption that debt should not be blamed on the 
individual action of borrowers. Individuals are led into borrowing by low wages, 
meagre benefits and the insidious pressures to consume. They are forced into 
debt by factors beyond their direct control like rises in interest rates, prices, 

unemployment or illness. But whilst the causes of debt may not be individual, 
the effects most certainly are; individuals and families coping with evictions, the 

struggle to survive without water or fuel supplies after disconnection, 
harassment by bailiffs. The stress this causes often leads to mental 

breakdowns, illness, and relationship break-ups. The recession has seen a rise 
in home repossessions despite assurances from the government that it should 

be a last resort. 



What is a bailiff? 
 
Some debt collection agencies will threaten to send somebody to your home unless you 
pay. These are not bailiffs and they have no legal power so you can ignore them. If you 
are in arrears, creditors will sometimes send representatives to your home to try and 
negotiate repayments with you. These people might be called ‘counsellors’, ‘collectors’ or 
‘advisers’. They do not have powers to enter your home and seize your goods. Bailiffs 
are legally sanctioned thugs who are employed to recover debts. Bailiffs can only be 
used if the case has been taken to court and an order granted. The costs of doing this 
will be added to your outstanding debt. This will also affect your credit rating - you will 
be blacklisted for three years for debts under £5000. 
 
Only bailiffs collecting rent are obliged to call between sunrise and sunset, all other 
bailiffs can call at any time of day or night. However most bailiffs will usually call at a 
‘reasonable’ time, either during normal office hours or between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
 
Where can bailiffs seize goods? 
 
Bailiffs may ‘levy distress’ (collect debts, seize goods) anywhere in England and Wales, 
ie. they can go anywhere they believe there may be goods belonging to the debtor; a 
workplace, a friend’s house, etc. However if a bailiff enters a property belonging to a 
third party (not the debtor’s) and there are no goods of the debtor’s there, they are 
trespassing, even if they had reason to believe such goods would be there - bailiffs can 
be sued for trespass. Bailiffs may only take goods that belong to the debtor. They 
cannot take property belonging to someone else including goods on loan, on hire or 
lease. They cannot take goods of one partner of a couple to cover the others debt, 
unless a liability order was issued against the couple jointly (the court summons named 
both of them). 
 
Can a bailiff force their way into my home? 
 
Most bailiffs do not have the right to force their way into your home to seize your goods. 
The only exception is that bailiffs from the Collector of Taxes (Inland Revenue) who can 
get a warrant to force entry, but this is very rare. All other bailiffs have a right of 
peaceful entry only. This means that they cannot use force to enter your home, for 
example, by breaking a window or a door. However, they can enter your property 
through an open door or window (front and back) and can climb over fences and gates, 
but cannot break them down. Bailiffs are well aware of their limitations on their powers 
and so will attempt to walk straight into a house as soon as the door is open. Once a 
bailiff goes through the first or main door to the property, they are considered to have 
lawfully entered and can break through any inner door. If a bailiff has gained entry once, 
they can use force to enter on subsequent visits. They may try to gain entry by trickery, 
for example, they may say they’re from the council, post office, etc. - so use your door 
chain if you have one, and demand to see ID cards through the letterbox. If a bailiff 
gains entry by force, they have committed a criminal offence under Section 6 of the 
Criminal Law Act 1977. 
 
If bailiffs try to force entry it is perfectly legal for a person to use physical force to 
prevent the bailiff gaining entry. As you can see from above it is perfectly legal to refuse 
entry to bailiffs, just don’t give them the opportunity. Bailiffs can seize cars, so keep 
them parked around the corner - however it is fairly rare, and is more likely to happen if 
bailiffs gain access to documentation. 

 
Some special cases and exceptions: 
 
1. Warrants of possession are issued to bailiffs used by the county court and are to 
enable a mortgagee or landlord to evict an occupier by force (and change the locks), if 
they haven’t vacated the property by the date set by the court. They will also seize any 
property remaining. 
2. Magistrate court fines - once a debtor has defaulted on an order of payment they will 
be sent a reminder, giving them 21 days to pay. If no payment is made the court will 
either issue a `distress’ warrant to the bailiffs or an arrest warrant to the police. 
3. If a ‘maintenance order’ is made by the magistrates court then the debt is treated the 
same as a fine. 
4. Council Tax debt- if bailiffs fail to recover sufficient ‘distress’ (ie. goods) to cover the 
debt the local authority can make an attachment of earnings (see above) or a deduction 
of income support (those on low wages or benefits will probably pay less per week than 
the actual council tax). If this fails the case will be returned to court for a means enquiry 
and a possible committal to prison. 
 
From advice to action 
 
The above debts can ultimately lead to imprisonment so it essential you get both debt 
advice from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau or the Child Poverty Action Group and legal 
advice. The Solidarity Federation can give basic advice to anyone, but to be really 
effective we need people not to see us as an advice service but as something they can 
get involved with and help out. The more of us (that’s you) that work together, the 
more we can achieve, you would be surprised what we can do with even small numbers. 
We need to build up a network of support, physically preventing evictions, visiting 
bailiffs at their homes and workplaces to stop their intimidation and theft from our 
neighbours. 
 
During the anti-Poll Tax movement in the early 1990s over 17 million people refused to 
pay the tax and clogged up the courts with cases. When the bailiffs arrived, they found 
tens or hundreds of local people waiting for them, and when they retreated they found 
their car tyres slashed. Collective organisation has the potential to turn the tables on the 
bailiffs and the courts, and ultimately offers us far more protection than the limited legal 
rights we do have but bailiffs often ignore. 
 
Useful links 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
www.cpag.org.uk 
 

Liverpool Solidarity Federation is a working-class, anarcho-
syndicalist group based on the idea that through solidarity and 
direct action, we have the power to improve our lives and bring 

about radical social change. 
 

website 
liverpoolsolfed.wordpress.com 

 
email 

liverpoolsf@solfed.org.uk 


